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abstract; To investigate the role of nitric oxide (NO) in the host defense of epididymal epithelial cells,
We found that NO could be se-
creted significantly by the primary cultured vat epididymal epithelia infected with. Staphylococcus aureus.

an in viiro infeciion model, RT-PCR and western blot were carried oul.

Epididymal epithelial induced nitric oxide synthase (iNOS) expression was up-regulated significantly af-
ter S. aureus infection at mRNA and protein levels compared with control. With Aminoguanidine ( AGE)
or NG-Monomethyl-L-arginine (L-NMMA) pretreatment, NO production was reduced and the number of

S. aureus was enhanced accordingly. With these results we concluded that NO play a crucial role in host

defense of epididymal epithelial cells.
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Fig. 1 NO production of Epididymal epithelium response to
S. aureus infection at different times
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Fig. 2 The levels of iINOS mRNA of epididymal epithelium infected with S. aureus at different time points
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Fig. 4 NO was involved in host defense of epididymal epithelial cells
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